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THE  SECOND  CAPTURE 
OF  LOUISBURGv'*.*.^.'*.^ 


A  i-ioi'iil  iMvil,  wliifli  opens  in  176^,  dcscrihes  tlic  flcliv^lii 
ami  ;i>tiiiii>liinrnl  with  wliich  tin*  surci'ssivi'  and  <|niikl\ 
ici-m  riii^'  victnrits  of  tlu-  l'",n!.;li>Ii  <  acv  the  iM-rnrli  and 
Spaniards,  adi-iicd  tlio  public  nn'nd  of  that  <lay.  (^n  niu'  day, 
il  was  said,  tluU  the  Windward  pr'*""P  "f  Islanils  had  Iktu  citp- 
liiri'd  fmni  Im"iiut  ;  on  ani  )tlu'r  that  Havana  Ii.'id  fallen;  mi 
a  third  that  Manila  and  the  I'hilipjniu'N  had  been  taken.  I\aeh 
man  saluted  his  neiirhhor  with  the  iiKiniry,  "What  next?"' 
The  oecin-renees  of  the  past  year  recalls  !o  i;s  the  events  of  t"'^.'. 

77//.V  has  witnessed  the  extinction  of  Spanish  power  in  this 
hi  nn'^plu'n" — //(//  witnessed  the  hanishnient  of  the  power  I'f 
loanee  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

It  is.  however,  to  only  one  event  in  the  series  r)f  T''n!.jn''i 
and  t"(iloni;d  successes  that  T  desire  to  call  v^ur  atlenlinii 
this  evenincf — the  second  captnre  of  the  City  of  T.onishurj;. 
on  Cape  P.reton,  in  f/S^- 

This  capture — the  second  which  urein'red  in  ihe  Colonial 
Wars — lia^  perhaps  been  rather  dwarfid  in  importance  1)\  die 
first  capiinn'  in  17^1,  in  which  the  Xew  Kn^iand  Cnl'inies 
took  so  larirc  a  part,  and  which  was  re,!.;;arded  as  an  event 
lartrely  of  their  achievement. 

The  j.;-eneral  vSociety  of  Colonial  Wars  has  .-dnad',-  ikme 
nuich  to  comnicmora.ie  the  first  siec^e  of  Louishnrp' :  1>nt  the 
second  capture  has  sonic  ])oints  of  interest  which  should  n^t 
be  overlooked,  espeeirdly  by  our   Xcw  York   Society. 

T.onisbin"rr  had  been  retiu-ncd  to  France  by  the  Treatvof  Aix 
f  ,a  Chapelle  in  174!^,  (in  acciirflancf  with  tlie  i>lan  nf  muln;il  res 
titution  of  coni|uests  on  which  that  Treaty  was  based')  nun  h 
to  the  chatrrin  of  the  American  Colonies.  iM-ance  mai'itained 
a  considerable  aru'cd  force  nt  this  point,  an<l  from  its  harbor 
ships  sallied  out  for  the  destruction  of  New  K.n.c::land  com- 
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HUM II'.  l,(tuisl)ur}^^  was  odiniiiotily  spokt-n  of  as  the  Ainoriraii 
Dunkirk — a  iH-ail)y  i-nciuios'  port  coiivcnioiit  for  tho  c(|iiip 
im-nt  and  rt-fiif^fc  of  privatotTs,  and  in  too  danf^croiis  i»roxiinity 
to  hv  rc'.nardt'd  with  <.'(|uaniniity.  Its  position  and  rchitions 
to  the  w.'ir  which  itidi'd  with  the  Treaty  of  I'aris  in  176,^  made 
its  linal  fall,  l)\  the  second  capture  in  175H,  tlicrcfore,  an  event 
«)f  no  ordinary  importance. 

The  final  strnjji;le  for  su])reniacy  between  the  I\nj;lish  and 
I'Vench  Colonies,  in  America,  opened  in  1754.  with  the  Hrad- 
d<ick  Cam|)ai.i::n.  althouq;]!  this  cxiM-ditioti  preceded  any  ac- 
tual declaration  of  war.  as  that  did  not  occur  until  February, 

1756- 

The  result  of  the  war  became  assured  by  the  subjuj^Mtion 

of  Canada  in  17(^10,  and  the  culmination  of  the  contest,  and  the 
permanency  of  the  Knt^lish  success,  was  clinched  by  the  vic- 
tories over  the  Krench  at  ]\Tartini(|ue.  St.  T.ucia.  St.  X'incent. 
Tob.'i,L;(i.  and  Crenada ;  and  over  Spain  fthe  belated  ally  <»f 
France)  at  Havana,  in  Au.c:ust.  and  at  Manila  in  October, 
1762. 

The  West  India  victories  of  1762  were  looked  upon  as  the 
harbinnfers  of  peace,  which  was,  in  fact,  concluded  at  T^aris 
on  F'ebruary  10,  l7<'i_v  The  Province  of  New  "N'ork'  Ind  a 
lartje  share  in  their  achievement,  for  many  of  the  troops  which 
captm\-d  Havana  sailed  from  Xew  'N'ork,  after  havimif  been 
in  camp  for  some  months  on  Stateii  Island,  and  were  under 
the  command  of  deneral  Mouckton,  the  Ciovernor  of  the 
Province,  and  of  I/^rd  .Mbemarle. 

The  expedition  of  175R  to  LouisburcT  marked  the  turninjj 
of  the  tide  of  success  in  favor  of  the  Ismdish  arms  in  the  nine 
vears'  contest,  which  commenced  in  I7>4.  Up  to  and  indnd- 
in.cj  1757.  (he  French  arms  in  .\merica  had  been  nearly  every- 
where successful. 

The  r.raddock  Campaicn  of  1754  had  emled.  as  is  well 
known,  in  slau.c^hter  and  retreat. 

Fort  Oswc.c^o  had  been  cai)tnred  by  the  French  tmder  Mont- 
calm, in  T757,  an  event  which  was  looked  upon  as  securing; 
conunimication  between  Canada  and  the  Mississippi  \'allev. 

Fort  William  Ilcnrv  had  fallen  in  the  same  vear,  under  cir- 


cuinstatu-es  wliicli  were  far  from  creditable  to  the  Enj,'lisli 
coiiiniaiuler. 

Lord  L.oiuleii  luitl  led  an  army  (if  6,000  men  from  New 
York  to  Halifax  in  1757,  willi  a  view  of  laying;  sirge  to  Louis- 
burg,  but  had  ingloriously  returned  to  Xew  Vork  at  the  end 
of  the  season,  without  attacking,  because  of  the  report  thai 
the  l-rench  at  I^ouisburg  had  nineteen  ships  of  war  with  which 
to  opi)ose  the  seventeen  of  the  l'"nglisii  Admiral,  llalbourne — 
a  disproportion  in  odds  which  did  not  always  daunt  J'",nglish 
seamen. 

A  new  master-spirit  came,  however,  imo  control  in  1758. 
W  illiam  Pitt  became  Secretary  of  State  in  ICngland — succeed- 
ing the  incompetent  Duke  of  Newcastle  in  the  management 
of  the  war — and  from  that  lime  the  tide  of  battle  turnetl,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Ticonderoga  fiasco,  in  the  early 
Sunnner  of  that  year,  success  followed  success,  until  all  of 
America  east  of  the  Mississippi  was  swept  (jf  h'rench  domina- 
tion. 

The  first  of  these  successes  was  the  capture  of  lyouishurg 
on  July  26,  1758. 

The  expedition  was  under  the  ccnnmand  of  Admiral,  the 
I  Jon.  Edward  Uoscawen,  as  to  the  Xavy,  and  under  Cicneral 
Andierst,  as  to  the  Army.  'J'wenty-two  ships  of  the  lini', 
lifteen  frigates,  one  hundred  and  twenty  smaller  vessels,  and 
a  land  force  variously  slateil  at  from  nine  to  eleven  thousand 
men  were  engaged  in  the  expedition. 

Generals  Lawrence  and  Whiiemore  and  Wolfe  were  in  com- 
mand of  brigades. 

In  General  Wolfe's  brigade  served  one  of  the  most  strenu- 
ous ojiponcnts,  in  Parliament,  in  after  years,  of  tln'  taxation 
of  America,  Isaac  Barre. 

New  \'ork  was  represented  by  many,  and,  among  others, 
by  the  brave  Richard  Montgomery,  who  in  aflrr  years  died 
for  his  country,  tmder  the  walls  of  (Juebec.  Kicliard  Monck- 
t(jn,  afterwards  Governor  of  the  Province  of  .\\\v  ^'ork,  had 
a  prominent  |)lace  in  the  ex]*cdition. 

Ponishurg  was  dcfiMided  by  the  Chevalier  do  1  )ri(cour  and 
a  garrison  of  from  5,000  to  6,oo(j  men.     He  had  five  ships  of 


llic  line  and  seven  frigati'S  and  smaller  vessels,  four  of  which 
he  sunk  aeross  the  month  of  the  harbur  to  prevent  the  ingress 
of  the  British  fleet. 

Those  who  know  the  city  and  harbor  of  Louisburg  will  re- 
member that  the  city  and  principal  fortifications  occiipy  a 
promunttM')  at  the  boulluveslcrn  [kui  of  the  harbor.  The  har- 
bor opens  lo  the  Southeast,  and  the  entrance  is  partly  occupied 
and  defended  by  several  small  islands,  the  jjrincipal  one  of 
which  is  Goat  Island.  South  of  the  City,  and  beyond  lilacU 
I'oint,  or  Cape  Noir,  is  Oaixirus  (or  Gabrcuse)  Uay,  which 
was  the  scene  of  the  landing  of  the  i'rovincial  troops  in  the 
capture  of  1744,  and,  at  the  second  siege,  was  the  place  uf 
landing  of  the  brigade  led  by  Wolfe. 

With  an  enemy  in  connnand  of  the  sea,  and  wilii  an  army 
landed  at  Gabarus  Bay,  Louisburg  is  essentially  invested  and 
jut  olT  from  succor. 

Un  June  8,  1758,  after  waiting  some  six  days  for  a  violent 
surf  to  subside,  a  force,  under  General  Wolfe,  consisting  of 
four  companies  of  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  and  the  Xew 
England  Rangers,  eltectcd  a  landmg.  Divisions  were  rowed 
to  the  shore  in  smal'  boats,  under  the  fire  of  seven  frigates, 
at  three  points  in  Gabarus  l'.ay — White  I'oint,  I'lat  Point  a'ul 
Fresh  Water  Cove.  Wolfe's  division  approached  h\\  h 
Water  Cove,  and  were  met  by  a  hot  hre,  which  caused  signals 
to  be  given  in  return,  but  the  boats  of  Lieutenants  Hopkins 
and  Brown,  and  of  Knsign  Grant  disregarded  or  misunder- 
stood the  orders  and  pushed  on.  and  Wolfe  himself  leaping 
into  the  surf  and  wading  ashore,  came  to  their  support,  and 
the  French  were  driven  from  their  positions. 

On  the  nth  of  June,  artillery  and  supplies  were  landed,  and 
the  French  retreated  to  the  f(jrtilications  of  the  town  projjcr. 

A  few  days  later.  General  Wolfe  circled  the  city  to  the 
Northern  Tromontory  which  projects  into  the  harbor  op|)o- 
site  the  city,  and  which  was  occupii'd  by  a  lighthouse  anO  for- 
tifications, and  succeeded  in  capturing  those  points.  Placing 
a  battery  on  I.ighthotise  Point,  on  the  North  of  the  harbor 
entrance,  he  was  in  a  position  to  connnand  the  h'rench  bat- 
tery on  the  Island  in  the  center  of  the  harbor  exit,  .md  to 
reach  the  shipping  in  the  harbor  itself. 


J  need  not  recall  the  incidents  of  the  siege  which  have  been 
so  graphically  tolil  by  Parknian.  nor  dcUiil  all  of  the  courte- 
sies which  took  place  between  the  chivalrous  comnianiUrs. 

The  Chevalii.r  1  )rucour,  aiter  the  losses  on  both  sides  liad 
become  considerable,  sent  word  that  the  garrison  had  llie 
advantage  of  having  a  distinguished  surgeon,  whose  srrvices 
he  placed  also  at  the  conunand  of  any  wounded  officer  of  ihe 
besiegers,  .-^ml  ticneral  .Amherst,  on  the  arrival  of  a  supi)ly 
ship  from  the  West  Indies,  sent  in  a  llag  of  truce  with  a 
present  of  fresh  pineapples,  with  his  complimenls  to  the  brave 
wife  of  the  French  General. 

'i'he  siege  advanced,  step  by  step,  for  weeks,  drawing  the 
lines  tighter  and  tighter  around  the  doomed  city,  but  marked 
by  little  incident  except  a  partially  successful  sally  of  tlie 
l''rench  on  July  9lh.  which  resuiled  in  the  death  of  the  LCnglish 
I'^arl  (tf  Dundonald. 

(  tn  July  2ist.  three  of  the  largest  French  ships,  thr  j'nlrr- 
l)rennaut,  Capricieiix  and  Celebre,  took  lire,  the  Fntrepreu- 
nant  ivom  shells  from  the  Fight  House  Point  or  Maine  bat- 
tery, and  the  others  from  the  Fntreprennant.  (  )n  Jul}-  jjiI, 
the  citadel  was  burnetl  and  the  town  became  practically  a  ruin. 
F'orty  of  the  lifty-two  cannon  were  disabled.  ( )n  the  25th  of 
July,  two  Iingli^h  cai)tains,  Faforey  and  Palltjur.  (.lUered  the 
harbor  at  night  in  small  boats  and  captured  and  burnetl  the 
sevenly-foiu--gun  ship  Prudent,  and  towed  out  tiie  sixty-foin- 
gim  ship  Fienfasant,  with  all  on  board,  from  uuiler  llie  walls 
of  the  tiiwn  into  the  Xortheastern  harlior,  where  shu  was 
secured. 

The  celebrated  navigator.  James  Cook,  took  part  in  this 
assault. 

tJn  the  2()ih  ol  July,  Clu'v.ilier  I  )rucour  cai)itulaleiF~yii'ld 
iiig  to  the  iniiJMiinnities  of  the  inhabitants,  aUhough  liinisoli' 
desiring  to  defend  ai;ainsl  the  iinptudiug  assault. 

I  have  here  oue  nf  the  <irigin;d  oHu-i.-il  notifications  hv  Ail- 
niiral  llnscawen  of  the  capitulation  of  the  city.  It  is  addresst-il 
to  Covernor  I  Jenny,  of  Peniis\lvania.  ;uid  is  ])robabl\  niie  of 
several  Udtiees  in  '^imihir  t'onn  -ent  to  lh<'  diiVerinl  C'olonial 
<  "lovei  III  irs.  The  laennie  terms  in  which  lie  .iiniiiunees  this 
great  event  livv  wnrtliy  of  imit.atioii. 


"Naniur  in  Gabrousc  Day,  27111  July,  1758. 
Sir: 

1  have  the  ploasuro  to  acH|uaint  \  (Jii  that  the  Town  of  Louis- 
i)()urg  sunciukrt'd  yesterday.  A  copy  of  the  capitulation  I 
send  enclosed,  and  am  Sir 

\ Our  Alosl  oliedii'Ut  Humble  Servant, 

E.    llnSCAWlvN. 

r.  S.  'I'he  ships  taken,  burnt  or  deslroycd  are  as  ft>llo\vs, 
viz.:' 

rrndent,  74  ^uns;  llurnt  by  the  boats  of  the  ileet  under 
Capt.  Leforey. 

lintreprennant,  74  Ki'"'^ ;  lUown  up  and  burnt  by  shot  from 
the  .Marine  liattcry. 

Capricieux,  64  yuns ;    llurnt  by  the  h'.ntrepronnant. 

Celebre,  64  s^auis;    liurnt  iiy  the  hjitreprennant. 

Bienfaisant,  (14  yuns ;  Taken  by  ilie  boats  of  thr  Ileet,  towed 
from  under  the  Walls  of  the  'i'own  into  the  I'.ast  Harbor,  by 
Captain  Balfour. 

Apollo.  5t)!:;niis;  Chevere,  Uiche,  I'idelk),  i-'ri.a^ates ;  Sunk 
by  the  enemy  aeio.ss  the  Harbor's  mouth  to  i)revent  the  ileet 
from  going  in. 

Diatia,  36  guns;    Taken  by  his  Majesty's  ship  Horea'^. 

lu'ho,  26  guns;    Taken  by  his  .M;ijesty"s  ship  Juno. 

To  William  Denny,  K.scp 

The  capture  of  I,oui:-burg,  after  the  disastrous  failures  of 
(he  preceding  years,  cre:ited  great  entluisiasm  b. ith  in  Amer- 
ica and  bjigiand. 

Captain  .\mliersl,  bnilher  of  the  Cieneial.  carried  the  news 
to  ]'*ngland.  J'",leven  stand  of  captured  colors  were  borne  in 
triumph  through  the  streets  of  L<-)ndGn  and  deposited  in  St. 
{'anl's  Cathedral.  Admiral  Boscawen  and  General  Amherst 
were  honored  willi  ufncial  congratulations,  but  General 
Wolfe's  dash  and  resourcfnl  energy  made  him  the  ])0])ul;u- 
hero,  and  insured  I'or  him  the  commanil  of  the  expedition 
against  Ouebrc  in  the  I'ollowing  year. 

Xew  York  celebrated  the  news  by  an  officird  dinner  at  the 
Province  Arms  'i'avi'rn  on  liroadway,  and  by  an  ilhnnination 
aiul  llreworks. 


Lookinq-  bark,  ikiw.  t<>  tlic  sitIcs  nf  I'vcnts  wliioli  markcil  tlii- 
fall  of  ImciuIi  jiowcr  in  Anicrii-a — fniiiiiuMU-in^'  with  this  cap 
turc  of  Lonislntrg — wo  sec  and  recognize  the  inevitable  na- 
ture of  the  conilict  whieli  then  took  phice.  The  French  and 
Fjii^lish  systems  could  not  exist  side  by  side  on  this  contiiu'ri 
The  time  had  come  wlien  the  autocratic  system  of  France  and 
the  free  ami  jiopular  methods  of  the  Kncflish  Colonies,  inteii- 
-iiled  by  the  ancient  antipathies  of  the  parent  nations,  came 
to  the  |>oint  of  an  irreconcilable  clash. 

Manv  of  the  ostensible  causes  which  i^recipilated  war,  r eem 
now,  as  we  look  back  upon  them,  most  trivial  in  their  nature, 
but  it  is  clear  that  a  "iisycholos'ical  moment"  had  arrived  for 
conflict  which  made  si)ecific  complaint  almost  lumecessary. 
Fncroachments  upon  asserted  territorial  ripfhts  of  cacli  uati'Mi 
on  the  .\nierican  continent  were  made  the  pretext  for  resort 
to  arms,  but  it  is  difficult  for  us  now  to  appreciate  how  va;>4;uc 
territorial  claims  then  were,  or  lunv  comparatively  mikn'>wn 
and  midetermined  were  all  boimdaries  in  America  only  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  apfo. 

Fn.q-land  laid  claim  to  nearly  the  wlK)le  of  Xorth  America 
umler  the  coast  discoveries  of  Cabot,  in  140'^.  and  under  the 
settlements  which  were  effected  early  in  the  seventeenth  c  11- 
tnrv.  T-'rance  asst-rted  jurisdiction  in  Canada,  and  Soiuhwrnd 
to  the  Ohio  and  alonrr  the  Mississippi  to  its  mouth,  by  virtue 
<if  the  discoveries  and  travels  of  Joliet,  De  La  Salle,  O'Tber- 
ville,  Crozat  and  others. 

Ry  the  treaties  of  l^trecht,  in  1713.  and  Aix  T.a  Chapelle.  in 
1748.  attempts  had  been  made  to  specify  French  and  F.nq-l'sh 
territories,  but  so  little  was  known  of  actual  boundaries,  and 
perhaps  so  little  carerl  about  the  actual  delimitations  of  vast 
stretches  of  miexplored  country  (not  supposed  to  contain  the 
valuable  nu'nerals  for  which  natirns  were  then  scekin,'.^)  that 
boundaries  were  necessarily  indefinite. 

In  the  neip:hborhood  of  Fouisbiirfj  itself  differences  of 
opinion  existed  as  to  the  extent  of  territory  claimed,  which 
left  wide  latitude  for  contention. 

".\cadia"  had  b(>en  ceded  to  Fnrrkand  bv  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  without  designation  other  than  that  it  was  accordinj^ 
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Id  its  "aiiricnt  limits."  V>n[  by  some  ".\ca<!i;i"  proper  was  held 
to  incliiflc  not  only  (lie  peninsular  nf  Nova  Scotia,  hnt  tlic 
Island  of  Cape  P.relon  :  hy  others  only  NTova  Scotia  proper, 
and  hy  still  others  the  name  was  applicahlo  to  a  req'ion  cxtcnd- 
in.cf  from  Central  New  V.runswick  to  Soiithorn  Pennsylvania. 

Tn  a  w<irK-  entitled  "The  Present  State  of  North  America." 
jirinted  in  l.nndon  in  1/55  (which  T  have  here  heforc  me"),  the 
pievailint'  lai-lc  (if  accm'ate  informaiion  about  Ainerica,  even 
at  that  late  date,  was  stated  as  follows: 

"Kvcry  person  that  knows  anythinc;'  of  North  America  in 
crrneral.  rr  of  any  one  Province  in  narticn'ar,  must  be  sensible 
that  the  histories  or  works  of  Mather.  Old  Nixnn.  Neal,  Salo- 
mon, etc..  who  ha\e  chiefly  copied  each  other,  anci  of  all  that 
have  copied  after  them  i-elntive  tc>  North  America,  minht  al- 
most as  properly  have  called  their  wnrlcs  TTistories  of  Pveslcr 
John's,  or  of  the  TTottentots'  counfrv,  as  histories  of  North 
America,  or  any  other  title  they  bear.  r!v(>n  ^Tathcr  himself 
said  Old  Nivon,  in  his  Pritish  Kmpire  in  Ni'trth  America 
had  ei_ehty-scven  falsehoods  in  fifty-six  pacres.  Tn  short,  therv- 
is  not  one  work-  \v\  imblisl  ed  to  the  world  in  our  lano'tia^e 
that  in  anv  decree  deserves  th(^  title  of  a  History  of  North 
America,  but  Smith's  TTistorv  of  ^^ira:il1ia,  and  Doiiqflas's 
snnnnarv,  historical  and  i)olitieal,  of  the  first  settlement,  pro- 
jrress  and  improvemetit.  and  present  state  of  the  P.ritish  settle- 
ments in  North  .America,  etc.,  pidilished  a  few  years  aj^-'o  at 
Boston,  in  New  Knj^land." 

y\nd  acaiii.  the  same  work  says: 

"Most,  if  not  all,  of  nnr  maps  also,  jireeedincf  that  of  Dr. 
Alitchell.  are  -eerv  erronerMis  and  iniurions  to  TTis  "Majestv's 
riq^hts.  Such  erroneous  books  and  mat^s,  as  tnav  be  supposed, 
are  of  more  crinsequence  tlian  peof)le  yfcnerallv  imacriiie.  for, 
besides  mislenfliu"-  om'selves.  the  French  miote  them  a.r^ainst 
ns  even  in  national  discussions,  as  authorities." 

As  to  the  proposals  that  had  been  made  to  adjust  difFer- 
ences,  the  same  work  said  : 

".An  author  has  also  proposed  a  plan  for  settHnrr  the  limits 
of  North  Aiueriea  with  the  French,  wherebv  he  reives  the 
French  two-thirds  of  the  whole  for  the  sake'  of  enjoyinc;'  the 
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other  third  in  peace  and  quiet.  Now,  can  any  man,  upon  close 
retk-ction,  imagine  that  if  the  T^'rench  were  suffered  to  avail 
themselves  of  and  settle  two-thirds  of  North  .\merica,  we  shall 
enjoy  the  other  third  in  peace?  If  we  submit  to  this  and  may 
judge  of  the  future  by  wliat  is  passed,  they  will  soon  have  the 
other  third  also,  and  by  making  such  proposals,  does  it  not 
look  as  if  he  doubted  the  validity  oi  our  right  to  the  whole  of 
our  claim  ?" 

With  such  a  prevailing  uncertainty  as  to  both  territory  and 
claims,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  acts  of  aggression  relied  on 
as  causes  fur  war,  were  somewhat  indefinitely  set  forth. 

The  French  were  supposed  to  be  drawing  a  cordon  of  posts 
in  the  interior,  to  surround  and  hold  back  the  coast  Colonics, 
but  the  boundaries  of  those  Colonics  were  stated  in  terms 
which  seem  somewhat  singular  at  the  present  day. 

The  same  work,  "The  Present  State  of  North  America," 
attemj)ts  to  sunmiarize  the  existing  causes  of  complaint  in 
1755,  and,  among  others,  enumerates  the  following  French 
"aggressions"  and  "'outrages :" 

(i)  That  they  have  "settled  seven  villages  in  tlie  Province 
of  Mdssiulnisclts  Bay  on  tlw  South  hanks  of  the  St.  La:<.'yciu'c 
Riirr." 

U)  That  "as  to  the  Province  of  Xcz^'  ]'oyk  and  the  five  na- 
tions hereditary  and  concjuered  cotmtry,  the  French  have  got 
posscssiou  of  that  pari  of  it  which  lies  to  the  Northi<:ayd  of 
the  Si.  Lawrouc  h'k'cr  and  the  five  Great  Lakes." 

(3)  That  the  French  have  "built  two  forts  on  Beef  River, 
vrhich  issued  from  the  South  side  of  Lake  Erie  in  Flis  Majesty's 
Prozinee  of  rennsyk'onia." 

(4)  That  in  175 1  they  built  a  fort  /;/  the  Province  of  Virginia 
"at  the  junction  of  the  Rivers  Missouri  and  Mississippi." 

(5)  That  "in  His  Majesty's  Province  of  Georgia  the  French 
have  one  fort  built  at  the  months  of  the  Mississipf'i." 

These  and  other  "insults,  injin-ies  and  barbarities,"  com- 
mitted (as  the  author  said)  "by  the  very  people  we  have  the 
name  of  peace  with."  seemed  to  the  men  at  that  time  to  call  for 
v,ar.  Tnileed,  it  had  even  then  begun  without  formal  declara- 
tion, and  l,ouid)nrg  v. as  the  forerunner  of  the  successful  issue. 


